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Igbal Masih

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Igbal Masih (b. 1982 - April 16, 1995), was a Pakistani boy who was sold to a carpet
industry as a child slave at the age of 4 for the equivalent of (12) USD.

Igbal was held by a chain to a carpet loom in a small town called Muridke near Lahore.
He was made to work sixteen hours per day. Due to fong hours of hard work and
msufficient food and care, Igbal was undersized. At twelve years of age, Igbal was the
size of a six-year old. At the age of 10, he escaped the slavery and later joined a Bonded
Labor Liberation Front of Pakistan to help stop child labor around the world, and Igbal
helped over 3,000 Pakistan children that were in bonded labor to escape to freedom. Igbal
gave talks about child labor all round the world.

He was murdered on Easter Sunday 1995. It is assumed by many that he was assassinated
by members of the "carpet mafia" because of the publicity he brought towards the child
labor industry. Some locals were accused of the crimme, however.

In 1994, Igbal was awarded the Reebok Human Rights Award. In 2000, when The
World's Children's Prize for the Rights of the Child was formed, he was posthumously
awarded this prize as one of the first laureates.

Masih's work and subsequent death inspired the then 12 year old Canadian boy, Craig
Kielburger to devote his life to the boy's cause and organize Free the Children.

Francesco D'Adamo wrote an Italian children's book about Igbal's story, from the point of
view of Fatima, a child who worked with him at the carpet factory. The book has been
translated into English and it is called "Igbal".
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International Economics — Children at work and child Iabor

Child tabor

is not new.
Children

have always
worked and

in many

cases for R
good
reasons. Children Working
Sometimes % aged 10to 14
families . Eto 55 (66)
need the M3tc 6 (8
B ©
income

children Dot 7 6D
make in

order to survive and in other cases children may work to help the family business or agriculture fields.
There are many children who work and are still able to attend school, but for others it is a choice
between the two. Unfortunately, for many parents, survival ranks higher than future opportunities for
their children. According to some estimates, there are about 250 million children between the ages of 5
and 14 who work and about half of them work full time. Some children work in factories or other formal
economy work places, but most of them work in the informal sector of the economy such as agriculture
or at home. The International Labor Organization (IT.Q) reports that about 70% of child laborers work
in agriculture and most of them on family farms. Does a child helping his parents on the family farm
qualify as a child laborer? The ILO argues that since those kids have to work with dangerous materials
and because most farms belong to large corporations, kids are not just helping their parents but are, in
fact, employees. On the other side, there are those who believe that without the work of children, some
families would be worse off. A main question to tackle in this simulation is whether or not child labor
should remain as an international economic issue. As you will read below, child labor has economic
causes and economic solutions. Therefore, these negotiations should focus more on understanding the
problem as an economic issue and less as a human rights issue even though there may be some overlap.

Child Work and Child Labor

Child work and child labor are similar terms
with different meanings. Today, child labor
is considered a negative term and it is
different from the more neutral term child
work. Child labor usually refers to working
children under the age of 18 employed by
cither formal or informal institutions who
work in harmful or potentially harmful
conditions or are being otherwise exploited.
Child work refers to the work of children
under 18 years old who are within the legal
framework and under rules limiting
working hours and working conditions.

~

Many scholars and politicians realize that it is probably more just and efficient to ﬁghf child labor and

http://www.globaled.uconn.edu/Spring(7/1E-scenario-print.htm 12/31/2007
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not child work, as the latter is sometimes a necessity for survival. The issue is not equally a problem in
lesser developed countries (I.DCs) and economically developed countries (EDCs). In the developed
world child work has declined dramatically especially in industry and manufacturing due to a number of
reasons. Developed countries have passed laws prohibiting child work but the decline is also a result of
advances in technology. More advanced technology has reduced the need for low-skill labor overall and
has increased wages for adults therefore eliminating the need for children to help with the family
income. In addition, higher school attendance has reduced the supply of children in the work force. In
contrast, child work and child labor are still common in the developing world. In fact many people argue
that globalization makes the situation even worse because new actors like international corporations
make it harder for governments to supervise them. A more in-depth discussion about the relationship of
globalization and child labor can be found below.

Multi-National Corporations (MNCs) are major actors in globalization. When discussing child labor,
MNCs play a part in a number of ways. MNCs may directly employ children (legally or illegally). The
children are usually employed in labor-intensive low-skill jobs although some industries, like the
diamond industry in India, train children to become skilled workers early on. Some children are also
employed in agriculture on a plantation setting. MNCs employ children because they are an available
source of cheap, unskilled, and not-demanding labor.

Another connection between MNCs and child labor is more indirect. It takes place when a
corporation purchases from a local manufacture goods and services produced by children. Some
corporations buy goods produced in homes where children are part of the family production unit. In
these cases the corporation may be unaware that children produce the goods. In other cases, companies
may buy products from factories employing children. For example, brand name companies like Nike and
Adidas buy their clothing from local sweatshops which employ and many times exploit children through
long working hours, bad working conditions, and extremely low pay. This can happen because
companies like Nike do not directly produce their goods but buy them from sub-contractors. Thus even
if a corporation objects to child labor but does not directly employ children, it can still be at fault of
exploiting children. Unfortunately, MNCs also exercise a policy of “don’t ask don’t know” turning a
blind eye to the practices of their subcontractors and suppliers.

Lastly, MNCs can also play a role by influencing local opinions and policies concerning child
labor. MNC:s arc rich and powerful actors that could improve labor standards by influencing processes
and practices. Nevertheless, in some cases MNCs use their power and influence to prevent laws

“providing labor protection giving them access to cheap labor. This is one reason why social activists put
pressure on MNCs to promote education and training to make these children productive adults.

Outcry in Western countries against child labor sometimes creates enough pressure on
corporations to stop employing children and/or relocate their factories. The result can be much worse,
though. Eventually the MNC can be let off the hook because their products are no longer made by
children, but their former child laborers are not better off. In fact, they usually become even poorer and
suffer more. Prohibiting child labor is not enough. There must be real alternatives provided to the
families who lose necessary sources of income. The children can also suffer not because of the loss of
income but because of the increase in free time. Children who work, stay off the streets and stay out of
trouble. If alternatives for working such as school and/or extracurricular activities do not exist, these
children might be better off working.

The Economics of Child Labor:

If we treat child labor as an economic problem then the solution should be economic as well. If children
are employed in poor or dangerous conditions to reduce the cost of production, then the companies who

http://www.globaled.uconn.edw/Spring07/IE-scenario-print.htm 12/31/2007
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do this should pay a high price for illegally employing and exploiting children. A campaign to end child
labor has been on going for some time. Some of its efforts include an attempted ban on products made
by children. Still, pressure from social activists on manufactures can also be harmful for children
because many times companies break under the pressure and just lay off all the children they employed.
In poor countries with no education or social systems these children have no alternative and are likely to
end up in even worse conditions

The economic argument against child
labor is one that ends up bettering everyone. If
child labor was outlawed and the laws were
enforced, a number of things will happen. First
the families and the economy in general would
lose the income of these children. Second, the
supply of workers will fall pushing adult wages
upward. And third, the children would have
fewer time obligations and more of an incentive
to stay in school. All these things together in
the long run would create a more educated
society with more productive adults, higher
wages, and better welfare for all. Unfortunately,
this describes an ideal situation while, in
reality, outlawing child labor usually leads to
short term failure. The reality of the situation is more complex and involves culture, traditions, need, and
the lack of alternatives for children. In the short-term families are unable to survive without their
children’s income and most governments in developing countries do not help support families at least
for some time. Additionally, many developing countries have inadequate education systems so
schooling is not available to children. Thus, children who don’t work, end up in the streets wasting their
time or being exploited by criminals who use them for prostitution or drug trafficking. Finally, in some
societies there are also traditions and cultural taboos against educating children {especially girls). Most
of these societies are not willing to change and accept new norms.

In countries where schools are available we need to answer the question what would make
children stop working and go to school instead? The more wealth a nation has and the higher the GDP
per capita, the lower the rate of child labor. Child labor is also much more common in nations who are
largely agricultural poor economies or rural areas. Other factors that contribute to child labor include the
local social and economic structure, traditions and culture. Girls are more likely to work than boys and
in many nations they are not sent to school. Children of poor minority families and children of families
with their own businesses are also more likely to work. Thus, the rate of child labor is related to gender,
ethnic background, age, parent’s education, and location.

Nations that have industrial and technological development also have a demand for skilled and
educated labor force and therefore do not need unskilled child labor. These developments create an
incentive for children to stay in school and become more educated. In addition, making schooling
compulsory also reduces child labor and creates a more educated and productive work force. However,
these kinds of laws would have to come with investment in the school system to create more schools and
make existing ones better. Lastly, changing public opinion will also help reduce child labor by making it
a negative concept whereby schooling becomes more important.

Brazil, a model for reform:
In the last few years, Brazil has become a model country in the fight against child labor. The Brazilian

formula to combat child labor includes economic growth, equitable distribution of income, investment in
education, and a social safety net for children. The conference Combating the Exploitation of Child
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